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Status as a rare and
desirable classic

fAbove: As well as rallies, the Stratos won
classic road races like the Targa Florio.

L] N ;

I Below: The RAC was one of the fow big rallies
the Stratos never won - Markdu Alon and Tikica
Kivimald (here) did not finish in 1978,

Whether the 500 cars required for motorsport homologation e sin s s iy sy wedge sivling
were ever built is debatable, but the Stratos won three e aliy, aut e So Sichwvlos med S the
World Rally Championships and became one of the most

desirable, if least practical, sports coupés of all time. s o e S oo W4 S TFOcAL

A world-beating
rally car

.',‘.‘.'.ta\\a :

Right: The Stratos was, above all, a rally
‘homologation special’, designed from scratch
te win. This cer is in the works team coloars,

Lancia Stratos Data File

Abave: Bertono's 1970 Turin Motor Show styling exercise provided at
loast a hint of inspiration for the real Stiatos ally car.

J.Mu Side-ou, the Stratos's chinly wedge shaps is aceentuatod; it
Hll locles striking now, but in 1972 it was err.f al

Styling

Above: Even In a roadgoing
Stratos, the interior was wirictly
fanctional,

Zeit: A spoiler fitted cloaw 1o the
roar of the roof proved an
impartant aarodynamic aid,

Abave: Responsive handlin
traction were Strafos d'mgn
prioritiss. The car's Forrari-
derived V6 engine and
transmission were transversely
mid-mounted, and it had
exceptionally wide-track, shart-
wheelbase proportions and
compact av;raﬂ dimensians (it
was about the same length as a ko u Bolow:; One of the Stratos's most
Ford Fiesta), with minimal k% < yirom distinctive extornal foatures was  Right Bartons probably selected
bodywork overhang. 3 " 2 p it radically-curved windscroen. the round rear lights J'oniw
| § Stratos from the Fersazi parts hin.
Insot: Although testod in 1972, the
Stratos didn't gain rally
homelegation until Octobar 1974,

Bolow: Rear bodywork, ineluding
the louvred engine cover and the
moof aerofodl, was a one-piece
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Lancia Stratas

Alfa Romeo Mantraal

Masarati Merak




Lancia Stratos

Caarbox belaw sngine

Farran fmo V¥ engise

Shwermeel chassis

Fromt-enounted racsair

Strut fedr surpension Ventilatwd disc all round

Balow: The engine chosen for the Stratos was the 2415-cc iron-blacked
zmm dewelopment of the two-litre aluminiom Ferrari quad-cam V6 orig

gried for Formula £ recing and then used i the Dino 206. In standa
fam it Iud rw valves per eylinder and breathed rJr.rewn thee dowsd
A0-mm choke Weber carburottors. It was used both in Ferrari's 24
series -Mdrn Fiar's own alnuﬂ hu! by the time the Strates was homolog
1974, neither was in product

‘hassis and body

n a trip of fwin-choke Wober carburetiors as weed in its Ferrari

0 applications, the ‘standard’ Stratos eagine produced 190 bhp at
;mﬂm with a hrosd forquo spread posking at 166 Ib fyat 5,500 rpe. Fuel:
wmd':( walve rally m'(m were far more pewerful, with outputs of up fo

Above: The Dino’ logo tells the

ltw}‘ of the Stratos's power unit:
the four-cam V6 was the Z4-litre

Above arnd left: Froat and rear version of the )‘endrbﬂal engine.

Bodywark {all glessiThre) hinged

tp for casy access.

1spension

Abave right: The tranversely. Above: Bertone built the Strates around a
«central cabin monccoque, Strong roll-over

protection was in

the five-speed Forrar transasls,

‘:::v\r S\rztulwr;.wlrh;:d giving an anusually compact

shbore suspension driveline paclkage, arranged fust hi: The Stratos reated to be a winner of

this was retaized af the front, but | as in Ferrari's 246 GT. & Right: Large, veatilated 11n mmam;armw::n? that's uhat;k boc:l;c:l'n

‘mo roar ?ﬂm Teft) square  Girting discs provided ample the hands of drivers like Sandro Munari and

0 struts for the sake of strength. subframe carriod the drive braking capacity, thoogh for Fernard Damicbe, it scored over 80 nterational
assembly and provided bettor foel there was ne power wins, and took three successive Makers' World

Champlonships, in 1974-76,







